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AVAILABLE METRICS 

ACCEPT RATES 
from ScholarOne Manuscripts data -  
proportion of papers with a final decision  
(accept+reject) that were accepted 

Also calculated: 
‣ reviewer invitation accept rate 
‣ reject without review rate 
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AVAILABLE METRICS 

TIME TO DECISION 
from ScholarOne Manuscripts data 
‣ time to (any) first decision 
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AVAILABLE METRICS 
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from ScholarOne Manuscripts data 
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ANALYSIS FRAMING 

GEOGRAPHY 
from ScholarOne Manuscripts data.  
Country of submitting author affiliation 



ANALYSIS FRAMING 

RESEARCH AREAS 
ScholarOne Manuscripts + Web of Science. Uses  
WoS subject categories (and other mappings)  
overlaid onto submission data 
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ANALYSIS FRAMING 

IMPACT QUARTILE 
ScholarOne Manuscripts + Web of Science. Uses  
WoS Journal Impact Factor quartiles 

Q1 



— 

Note. This is a preliminary, exploratory  
analysis — the aim is to establish were we  
can expose useful and relevant insights… 



A STORY OF GROWTH 
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— 

Growing Pains. Where submissions  
originate, how many will be accepted, and  
the time taken to reach a decision. 



GLOBAL SUBMISSION TRENDS 

data for all submissions via ScholarOne Manuscripts 2011—2015 
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Global Growth. Increasing number of  
submissions — led by the US, China, & UK. China 
leads the emerging regions. 
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GLOBAL GROWTH — TOP 10 COUNTRIES 

scale x2 

data for all submissions via ScholarOne Manuscripts 2011—2015 
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Emerging Regions. While China leads, several 
other countries show high submission growth 
rates. 
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PROPORTION OF GLOBAL SUBMISSIONS 
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Proportional Growth. Showing the change in 
the share of overall submissions 
demonstrates similar trends. 
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Proportional Growth. Again the share of  
submissions from emerging regions is growing  
at the expense of established countries. 
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GLOBAL ACCEPT RATES — TOP 10 COUNTRIES 

data for all submissions via ScholarOne Manuscripts 2011—2015 
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Acceptance. For established regions, nearly half 
of all articles submitted go on to be published. 



GLOBAL ACCEPT RATE — TOP 10 GROWTH COUNTRIES 
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Acceptance. While accept rates remain 
stubbornly low in emerging regions 
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The Fate of Papers. Low accept rates are 
mirrored by high reject without review rates – 
many of these papers are being rejected 
without peer review 
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GLOBAL TIME TO FINAL DECISION — TOP 10 COUNTRIES 
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GLOBAL TIME TO FINAL DECISION — TOP 10 COUNTRIES 

Decision Time. Remain longer for titles in 
established regions, shorter elsewhere – 
showing the influence of quick rejection. 
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Decision Time. The top countries for overall 
submission growth have quick decision times 
and high reject without review rates. 

GLOBAL TIME TO FINAL DECISION — TOP 10 COUNTRIES 



DECISION TIMES IN ESTABLISHED VS GROWTH REGIONS 

data for all submissions via ScholarOne Manuscripts 2011—2015 
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— 

Subject Matters. Which are the biggest  
disciplines, where is growth, and how do  
decisions rates and times vary 



STEM VS. SOCIAL SCIENCES — OVERALL DECISION RATES 
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STEM VS. SOCIAL SCIENCES — OVERALL DECISION TIMES 

A Tale of Two Domains. Accept rates are 
lower and decision times typically longer in the 
social sciences.  



SUBJECT DISCIPLINE GROWTH 

Submissions to all  
ScholarOne Manuscripts  
journals 2011—2015 mapped  
to WoS subject categories  
and then to a simplified  
version of the OECD subject  
category scheme 

CLIN
IC

A
L M

ED
ICIN

E 

SU
B

M
IS

SI
O

N
S 

G
R

O
W

TH
 

EN
G

IN
EER

IN
G

 &
 TECH

N
O

LO
G

Y 

CH
EM

ISTRY 

BIO
LO

G
IC

A
L SCIEN

CE BA
SIC M

ED
ICIN

E 

PH
YSIC

A
L SCIEN

CE 

ECO
N

O
M

ICS &
 BU

SIN
ESS 

SO
CIA

L SCIEN
CE 

M
ATER

IA
L SCIEN

CE 

H
EA

LTH
C

A
R

E 

PSYCH
O

LO
G

Y 

EA
RTH

 SCIEN
CES &

 G
EO

G
R

A
PH

Y 

CO
M

PU
TER

 SCIEN
CE 

AG
R

ICU
LTU

R
E &

 FA
R

M
IN

G
 

M
ATH

EM
ATICS 

ED
U

C
ATIO

N
 

BIO
TECH

N
O

LO
G

Y 

PO
LITICS 

VETER
IN

A
RY SCIEN

CE 

A
RT &

 CU
LTU

R
E 

H
ISTO

RY 

LAW
 

M
U

LTID
ISCIPLIN

A
RY SCIEN

CES 

100% 

200,000 

Note that journals may be  
assigned to more than one  
category used in the  
mapping — these values are  
the sum of all categories 

400,000 

600,000 
 
2011 
 
2015 

800,000 



Submissions to all  
ScholarOne Manuscripts  
journals 2011—2015 mapped  
to WoS subject categories  
and then to a simplified  
version of the OECD subject  
category scheme 
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SUBJECT DISCIPLINE GROWTH 

Subjective Growth. We can analyse across up 
to 252 subject domains or groups into broader 
categories to identify key subject domains. 



COMPARING KEY SUBJECT DOMAINS 
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COMPARING KEY SUBJECT DOMAINS 

Growth Focus. Engineering & Technology leads  
growth, but several social science subjects 
feature. Established domains grow more slowly. 



ACCEPT RATE 
proportion of decided papers  
with an accept decision 

ACCEPTING & REJECTING BEHAVIOUR 

REJECT W/O REVIEW 
proportion of papers rejected  
without reviewers 
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Subjects Aren’t Equal. Similar trends of low 
accept and high reject without review rates. 
Reviewers willingness remains even. 

ACCEPTING & REJECTING BEHAVIOUR 
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Social Science Takes More Time. The extended 
decision times are visible at the domain level. 
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Social Science Takes More Time. This most 
pronounced in the consideration given before 
accepting a manuscript. 
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Social Science Takes More Time. Rejections also 
take a little longer. 
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Social Science Takes More Time. Rejection 
without review are carried out unsurprisingly 
quickly across all. 
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Making an Impact. Do high impact journals  
do things differently? 
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Impact. All quartiles grow as a result of the growth 
of the Web of Science and increasing submission 
numbers, but most pronounced in quartile 4. 
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Impact. Higher quartiles use more reviewers in 
their decision process, but revision rates are similar 
(this doesn’t discount immediate rejects). 
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ACCEPTING & REJECTING BEHAVIOUR 

ACCEPT RATE 
proportion of decided papers  
with an accept decision 

REJECT W/O REVIEW 
proportion of papers rejected  
without reviewers 
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proportion of invited reviewers who  
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30.6% 

 
33.9% 

41.1% 

 
35.1% 

47.3% 

 
46.2% 

Q3 35.2% 34.0% 46.8% 

 
Q4 34.9% 36.2% 42.9% 

Impact. Accept, Reject without Review, and 
Reviewer Accept rates vary little between quartiles 
other than a minor effect in Q1. 
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DECISION TIMES — TIME TO REJECT WITHOUT REVIEW 
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Times. The main effects are again in Q4 where the 
lower impact and new additions feature. 
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Next Steps… 
‣ Refine data — fractional county for titles in  

multiple categories, remove manuscripts  
rejected without review 
‣ Additional datasets — e.g. subject vs.  

country / reviewer origins 
‣ Additional overlays — e.g. open access,  

funding agencies 



WHITE PAPER 

http://scholarone.com/media/pdf/GlobalPublishing_WP.pdf 

http://scholarone.com/media/pdf/GlobalPublishing_WP.pdf


INFOGRAPHIC OVERVIEWS 



MORE DETAILED ANALYSES 



— THANK YOU 

IAN.POTTER@TR.COM 
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